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fires years ago because he believed so 
deeply in public service. He knew that, 
if you can count your blessings, you 
can share your blessings, and he did in-
deed share them with the Moorefield 
region and with our entire State. 

Clyde was especially passionate 
about the passage of Hardy County 
School Bonds that would enable new 
schools to be built in the county. He 
worked tirelessly for this cause and 
was so very proud to see the passage of 
the bond for the new Moorefield High 
School. Clyde knew that our students 
are the future of our State and Nation 
and that we must do everything in our 
power to equip them with the tools 
they need for success. He had great 
compassion for students who needed 
support and was very proactive in mak-
ing sure they were prepared for the fu-
ture. 

One of Clyde’s favorite projects was 
Brighton Park, located just outside of 
Moorefield. It is a project that came to 
fruition, thanks to Clyde’s design, de-
velopment, and funding efforts, as well 
as with his determination to create 
something special for the entire region 
to enjoy. Clyde often enjoyed walking 
through this beautiful park, and now it 
remains in our hearts as a place to 
cherish his memory. 

Clyde had the most wonderful sense 
of humor and such a quick wit. He was 
also one of the most brilliant and elo-
quent speakers I have ever heard. It is 
my hope that his friends and family 
have found comfort in one another and 
in the support of our entire home State 
for their loss. 

What is most important is that he 
lived a full life, surrounded by his loved 
ones. Clyde was a true West Virginian, 
always willing to help a neighbor in 
need. I extend my condolences to his 
loving companion, Marion Marshall, 
his children Josh, Lucas, Jenny, and 
Amy and their families, and to his 
brother Jack. Again, I am honored to 
recognize Clyde’s memory, as well as 
the unwavering love he had for his fam-
ily, friends, and our home State.∑ 
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REMEMBERING DR. ROLANDO 
ALUM, SR. 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the memory of 
the late Dr. Rolando Alum, Sr., of West 
New York, NJ. At the age of 104, Dr. 
Alum passed away on March 27, a 
month ago today, leaving behind a leg-
acy of community service and a family 
full of achievements. I had the distinct 
pleasure of knowing Dr. Alum person-
ally. He was my constituent from when 
I first served in the New Jersey State 
Assembly over 25 years ago to when I 
became U.S. Senator. I could not be 
more impressed with the accomplished 
life of Dr. Rolando Alum, Sr., and his 
embodiment of the American spirit. 

Dr. Alum was born and raised in Ha-
vana, Cuba. He began his career as a 
professor and dean at a local technical 
college, educating his students on lit-
erature and grammar. He then went on 

to become a dentist, treating patients 
with whom who he would keep in touch 
throughout his life. In 1961, Dr. Alum 
and his family fled Cuba in pursuit of 
liberty and a better life after the Cas-
tro brothers turned the island-nation 
into a Soviet-modeled totalitarian 
country. 

When Dr. Alum came to the United 
States, he decided to settle and raise 
his family in Hudson County, NJ. His 
first job was at a cardboard box factory 
in Essex County. Wanting more for his 
family, Dr. Alum worked tirelessly to 
become a successful research scientist 
for a pharmaceutical company, eventu-
ally joining a research team that in-
cluded a Nobel Prize winning doctor. 
At his company, Dr. Alum established 
important quality control measures 
and developed influential drugs. 

The light of Dr. Alum’s life was his 
family. Rolando and his pre-deceased 
wife, Sara, raised a truly exceptional 
family by any measure. I have worked 
side by side with his oldest son Roland 
Alum, Jr., on many civic and commu-
nity engagement activities to better 
the State of New Jersey. Dr. Alum’s 
youngest son Luis is an accomplished 
attorney and a leader in New Jersey’s 
legal community. Rolando’s grandson, 
Alexander, is the Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney in Puerto Rico. Janelle, Dr. Alum’s 
granddaughter, is a school teacher in 
my hometown of Union City. With such 
a successful family, I have no doubt 
that Dr. Alum was proud of each and 
every member of his family. 

One of Dr. Alum’s dreams was to one 
day see democracy in Cuba. Fearing vi-
olence from the Castro regime, Dr. 
Alum, like countless other Cubans who 
fled from the Castro regime, never re-
turned to his native land. As a U.S. 
Senator of Cuban descent, I have dedi-
cated my entire career to fighting for 
the Cuban people and will continue to 
work towards bringing freedom to 
Cuba. 

Dr. Rolando Alum, Sr., was a model 
U.S. citizen and is a testament to what 
Cuban Americans, Latinos, and immi-
grants contribute to our great coun-
try.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE ALASKA ACES 
∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Alaska’s one 
and only professional sports team and 
an organization that has become part 
of the fabric that makes up the Alas-
kan society, the Alaska Aces. 

The team started as a small semi- 
professional hockey team in the late 
eighties known as the Anchorage Aces, 
but quickly gained the support and 
popularity of the community and rose 
through the ranks to become a profes-
sional hockey organization in 1995. In 
2003, after becoming the Alaska Aces, 
the team joined the East Coast Hockey 
League and almost immediately be-
came one of the league’s powerhouses, 
winning three ECHL Kelly Cups in 2006, 
2011, and most recently 2014. 

The Aces have produced some of the 
biggest Alaskan professional athletes 

such as Scotty Gomez, who went on to 
win two Stanley Cups and became an 
NHL All-Star on multiple occasions, 
and Eagle River’s Brian Swanson, 
whose hockey career took him to the 
National Hockey League, Europe, and 
finally back home to the Aces before he 
retired in 2012. 

As good as the team has become, it is 
their dedication to the community 
that made them a staple with multiple 
generations of Alaskans. Whether it 
was their ‘‘Skate with the Aces’’ 
events in which families could skate 
with the players and get to know them 
after home games or the ever-popular 
military appreciation games, this orga-
nization has made a lasting impact on 
the lives of many hockey players and 
fans alike. 

The Aces are full of fond memories 
and traditions such as the cowbell 
crew, which is the name given to its 
enthusiastic fan section. Then there is 
Bobby Hill, also known as ‘‘The Horse-
man,’’ who is not only the Alaska Aces 
superfan in charge of keeping the en-
ergy alive at every home game by 
going up and down the length of the ice 
riding a hockey stick, but is also a Spe-
cial Olympics Gold medalist. 

The Alaska Aces will be dearly 
missed in what is certainly an unfortu-
nate end for such a storied franchise. 
Economic times have taken a hit on 
many sectors of the Alaskan economy, 
and we have seen the impact with our 
sporting events, but Alaskans are resil-
ient and our sports teams and athletes 
are no different. Hockey has a rich his-
tory in Alaska and is culturally in-
grained in the fabric of our State. Alas-
ka has over 45 hockey associations, re-
flecting the passion and involvement 
shared by Alaskans of all ages. It is 
this passion and dedication to the sport 
that will surely keep the spirit and 
memory of our Alaska Aces alive. 

I want to commend the leadership of 
the team’s owners, the dedication of its 
fans and players, and the community 
for making the Alaska Aces one of the 
league’s best franchises and perennial 
contenders for the ECHL Kelly Cup 
every season. The Aces play their very 
last game on April 8, 2017; however, the 
memories that countless Alaskans 
have with our hockey team will not 
fade, but will last a lifetime.∑ 
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REMEMBERING DR. ANDRE 
LARSON 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Andre Larson, who passed away on 
March 24, 2017, at the age of 74. Dr. Lar-
son grew up in Brookings, SD, and 
graduated from the University of 
South Dakota, USD, in Vermillion 
with a BFA in music education and 
later, a MM degree in music literature. 

A lifelong advocate for fine arts and 
music, Dr. Larson created the re-
nowned National Music Museum in 
Vermillion, on USD’s campus. Today it 
has the most complete collection of 
well-preserved and historically impor-
tant musical instruments in the world. 
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